.SINAI‘shal 'es nachas

I\mulcl b’.keto sham some nachas by d
scrlbmgarecenteventmathlghhghtsan
, imporant element 6 thie SINAI School’s
educational model: Mainstreaming,
As you know; SINAI recently cel-
ebrated its 25th anniversary of com-

n:uiment to é)..ceﬂence in Tewish special *:)

el'ltIIE eommunity, in that 1nost or all, of -
the Jemsh day sqhoaLs ghmughuut the
tom) u.nity tefer child.re 1o SINAL
‘Consult-with-us . Ofi special education ¥
matters, whether or not we are hosted
within that partieular schoel.

But our host schools in partitular
— which are Joseph Kushner.Hebriy™
Academy, Yavneh Acaderny, Torzh',
Academy of Bergen. County {TABC),
Ma'ayznot,- and Rag Kushper Yeshiva
High School — desene spec[al Tecog-
nitton for Lhe service ‘thiat they provide
to_the communlty This Is hecause
of - the -f‘mainsneammg oppoxtuni-
‘ties, providéd by SINATS bost schocls,
Whéther it's a:ademlcmajnstmamjng’
for the many SINAI children who, with
our support, are able to participate in
“regular” classes for academic subjects
— or “social mainstreaming” with host .
schoalchildren at recess, mch, prayers,
gym or other settings — mainstream-
ing is a hallmark of the éducational and
lifer experience that we provide both for
our children, as well as the children of
the host schoals who imeract with our
children., -~

Recently; the smdenis uf oiir high
school at TABC participated in TABC's
11th and 12th grade Shabbaton. The ~
Shabbaton was an exceptiondlly posi-
tive experience for both TABCS and .
SINATS boys. SINAI has always been
impressed, in general, with TABC staff
and students. The envirenment that
TABC created at the Shabbatonwasone
of warmth, closeness,"and spitituality.
TABC's boys prayed beautifully, present-

" ed polished divre] Terah, and spontane-~ "
ously began zémirot at each meal, The -
relationships between “TABC's staff and
students were Temarkable. Stidents
flocked to thelr tea{_:hers’ tables to hear
articulate, thetightful words “of Torah.
Staff and “students could be found
canversing late at night and leaming
together eardy in the moming, Decoriun
througheut Shabbat was Impressively
maintained through a gentle, personal
approach. Tewas truly beautiful. - .-

The impact upon SINATS bays was
profound. TABCYS students and faculty
embraced SINATS students in ways that

we could not have been staged more
- perfectly had 1.wiitten the ‘scdpt my-
“self. Rabbi Josh Kahn and Rabbi Steven
Finkelstein of TABC brainstormed with -
our staff before the Shabbaten to de- -
| velop ways to integraie SINATs students™ .
— and hand-picked TABC “buddies” to -
leamn with our bqys atvaricus points over .
Shabbos. TABC’ boys included our boys -
In every aspect of the Shabbaton, evento |
the point of sharing kibudim (or hanors) .

with them in shul. SINATS boys readly felt
thit they hed made new frlends and had -
beenpannfsomeﬂ:niﬂg preat,

=What happened dast - weekend at !

r.he TABC Shabbalun represents soctal
mainstteamlng i iis best - because it
wassucha positive e
IABC'S boys and SINA 3

Ihe:eﬂ.m s0'many wonderfu? ex

“ences thatoceur every day within each RE
of our host schools, Perhaps. we shiould. -

write to you nore frequently, nof orily
45 hakarat: hatov to_our host schoals
bue also as 4 means of mfumung and’

educating otr comunity. “TARCs*-
. Shabbafon seives as a great exainple,

and so we felt that it should be brought
to the attention of the community.

Laurette Rothwachs

Dean

The SINAI School

© Teaneck

“Thank you to .~
American Jewry’

Tlive in Bergen County in thesmall town

'..of Dumant. T came to the United States
15 years ago from Moscow, Russia. Al -

these years I have been reading The

- Jewish Standard, and T like it & Iof In

the Nov. 9 issue 1 read “A Kristallnacht

Jessen far our generation” by Benjamin

Brafman. This article gave me an oppor-
tuniiy to write you and say thank you to
American Jewry:

People like the Brmfman brothers

. stood up for us and gave us the chance

-td live our lives ina free soclety, proudly

xpraclice pur religion,” and rajse our
. children.

1 amaBukharian}mewas bom and
raised in Uzbekistan Muslim Republic
of the former Soviet Union. BMore than
90 perteit of my people emigrated, go-

Ang to Tsracl and United States, during

the last two decades. Fifty thousand

Bukhastan Jews live new in USA, mastof
them in Queens, N.Y,

- Nina Yagudayev

Dumont, New Jersey
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‘Not the first,’ but
‘mote important’ -
n his weI.l intentioned zea.l ta present

- the values of Judaism' {o mzinstrearn
non-Jewish culture Nov. 16) Rabbi

ShmuieyBoteach asserts that fudalamifs .-
- *the world’s oldest monotheistic faith.” -

_But this fregiiently expresséd notion
qut:uns the e\ddence._ Jews were notthe
first io speak of a single deity — the pha-

Z;téoh Akhenaten in Egypt, infyenced |
by even earller anc{em: Near, Easteru '
" it ‘ .

. lefin & single div ebemg. The Tevish

novation to the ancient world, though,

“in postulating and worshipping en ab-
_.stract and nonrepresentational defty.

1 would suggest that this was a more

. radical and more Important Innevation

than monotheism itself. Tn contrast to
earlier monotheistic forms of worship,
such as Akhenaten’s sun god'Aten, the
Jewish Bible is centered an a God that
cannei be grasped by human percep-
tion or sculpted by human hands,
Indeed, the very first directive of the Ten

. Commandments Is that God cannot be

percelived or represented in any shape,
ferm, or mannes other than in the ab-
stract. This faith called for the ability to
transcend the representational world
anid develop the sensitivity, aculty, and

Imapinaton to formulate abstract ideas.

The prepensity and penchant for ab-
stract thinking served as the bedrock
for an amay of sigoificant human en-
deavors such as science, judsprudence,
theolegy, philosephliy, and lterature
and stimulated a variety of nnovative
progressive moverments not unlike that

of"abstmctexpresslonism inthe world .

ofart.

Juzdaism$ Dontrlhuuon, therefor

was significanily more fmportant than .

the bellef in cne God, as it enhanced
man's capacity to think and imagirie be-
yond the reifled. Consequently, in érder

not to erdeeble the ehjectives of Rabh .

Boteachs mission, the dissemination’

aocu:atemfonnaﬂuuisa sine gua o, :

The writer is Professor of Fewish Lavsand

Comparative Legal Studies and chair-
man emering of the Classical Langunges
Departmient of the, City University of
NewYork

beiicfsystem dld intmducea radical 1r1- .

Ta}{es issue wﬂh letter

Irving Gall dalms f[.efters, Nuv 2), that

“more Idgl men, women, and chil-
dren have died than Saddam Hussaln

“had murdered dung all his years as
- the dictator of Irag” Readily available

population figures shew another side to

_ thisclaim.

From the time of its nominal inv

.dependence from Britaln (1932) to
~the Baath Party takeovér (1869, with

ddam as vice president), Irags
populztion increased from 3,000,500 to
7,000,000, or aboui 370,000 per year

- (all numbers very approximate).

- From 1269 {o 198t, while Traq was

under the unfettered conirel of Saddam

and the Baath Party, its population grew
to 21,060,000, or about 189,000 per year,
indicating a drop In growth of about
200,000 per year (with no pretense
of precision) due solely to Saddam}
policies,

From 1991 ta 2003, the much-criti-
cized "sanctons genockde” period, the
population Increased from 21,000,060
e 26,600,000, or over 400,000 per year.
Readers will recall Jurdd tales from this
period of a sanctions genocide, with
Iragis supposedly dying by the tens of
thousands apnually, Rezders will secall
this was also a period of widespread

..persecutions of Kurds and Shiltes that

Killed tens of thousands. if not muck
more. This was a period of widespread
smuggling and cormption, with some
of this country’s most venomous crit-
igs - TFrance, Russia, Switzerland,
Germany, and the United Nations tself
— theroughly complicit, Despite these
drags, the population growth increased

. by well aver 200,000, due purely to the

limitations' put on Saddam’s genocidal

. (to his awn nation) pelicies.

- As of this past spring, Irags popula-
don grew to 27,000,000 or 28,000,000,
indicating any annual increase of some-
where between 250,000 and 500,006 and
a mid-range estimate of 375,000. The
mid-range estimate is about 200,000
above'that ‘achieved during Saddam’s
perlocl” Unfettered control.

Becaus.e t.h]s nurnber, 200,000, is so
constant;it ,is reasonable to believe that
Saddaim: toild have achieved similar
gains had he pursued different policies.
Thus, Saddam and the Baath Farty are
responsible for at Jeast 4.5 million Iraqi
deaths in 1969-91, and probably many
more,

James Gotdman
Paterson
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